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    [ÔWyÕEastÕ Ñ   Ancient name for Mount Hood]  April 2008

  Reveries ♦ ♦ ♦   By Rev. Susan Maginn  

What makes a congregation great?  
Some might say Òthe bigger the betterÓ. Some might say the quality of the worship service. 
Some might say a congregation is great if it is family friendly. 
Most people would understandably answer such a question based on their own needs and 
preferences. And I donÕt think I am any different when I venture the following. 
What makes a congregation great is not the number of people in the pews or in the 
membership book. I t is not having a social action project or how many dinners we host. 
The greatness of a congregation is measured by what percentage of the people involved are 
carrying the congregationÕs ministry. 
Let me unpack a bit to explain what I  mean by ÒministryÓ. 
We are together to pay attention to how the spirit of life is moving (or not moving!) through 
our individual lives, through our congregation and through the world that we live in. 
When we are Òcarrying the ministryÓ of this congregation then we are tending to the spirit 
of life in one another and in the world. 
ÒCarrying the ministryÓ can look like anything that we do to serve WyÕeast, to create a space 
where people can come together out of isolation and into spiritual community. ÒCarrying the 
ministryÓ can look like something as conspicuous as being a lay leader for a worship service or 
it can be as subtle as keeping an eye on our supply of napkins. 
Both of these are essential to whether the spirit is moving in our congregation. 
Napkins? Really? Essential? 
Yes. Think about it. If we donÕt have napkins, then someone who is eating with us - maybe 
for the first time - is going to be pretty distracted by having to find a way to wipe their 
hands. They will probably feel like this is a place that doesnÕt care about details. They might 
even feel that this is a place that might not care about them. 
It would be easy to see napkin supply as simply Òhelping outÓ around Wy'east. But the 
difference between Òhelping outÓ and Òcarrying the ministryÓ is essential. When you are 
Òhelping outÓ, you are not taking ownership of WyÕeast. You are doing someone a favor. But 
for whom are you are doing a favor? WyÕeast belongs to each of us. And the slippery part 
(even mystical part!) is that if each of us does not act as if WyÕeast belongs to each of us, then 
WyÕeast cannot exist and will belong to none of us. 
WyÕeast exists because of the number of people who boldly say, ÒThis is my spiritual home 
and I care for it and welcome people into it as I  would care for and welcome people into 
my own home.Ó 
So if you have been Òhelping outÓ at WyÕeast. Thank you. But I  invite you to try Òcarrying 
the ministryÓ instead. 

It is a lot more fun.  S usa n

The WyÕeast Beacon  
A Welcoming Unitarian Universal is t  Congregation 

  

 
 

 

Whoever you are, 
Wherever you come from 

You are welcome here 
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From the Board 
  
Whither WyÕeast? 
 

What! Is it canvass time already? DidnÕt we just do 
that? And why should I  make a pledge, anyway? Well, 
yes, no, and there are lots of reasons. 

We are now 2/ 3 of the way through the church year. 
Susan has been with us for 8 months (imagine that!). 
Things seem to be going well. The sanctuary is full, but 
not too full, most Sundays. In early April we will 
welcome new members and then in early May we will 
have a baby blessing and child dedication. 

And we are laying the groundwork for next year. The 
Committee on Ministry has engaged us in a conversation 
to discern a mission project entitled ÒFeeding Our 
SpiritsÓ in which we will work together on various facets 
of hunger in Portland. We hope to hire a paid office 
administrator and paid Sunday childcare. We also plan to 
hire a new Director of Religious Education since Marcia 
is leaving us to spend more time pursuing her studies for 
the ministry. Having paid staff allows the members of 
the congregation to concentrate on activities that feed 
our souls and further our mission. 

And that brings us to this yearÕs canvass. Furthering our 
mission takes our money as well as our time and talent. 
We kicked off this yearÕs pledge drive on March 9 by 
having the Pacific Northwest District Executive, Janine 
Larson, in our pulpit. On March 15 we had our annual 
congregational dinner and our first opportunity to make 
pledges for the coming year. Those who missed the 
dinner have had the opportunity to pledge on Sunday 
evenings. The next step will be to send a letter and a 
pledge card to everyone who was not able to be at the 
dinner and has not yet pledged. We need your pledge 
cards back by the end of April so that we can create a 
budget for the 2008-2009 fiscal year in time for the 
annual meeting on May 18. And this is the main reason 
we ask for your pledge: in order to create a budget we 
need to know how much income we can expect. Can we 
be ambitious? Can we devote our time and energy to 
the things that make WyÕeast vital and vibrant? Can we 
make the world a better place?  

Our generous pledges let us all say ÒyesÓ to WyÕeast in 
the coming year. 

 
        Barbara S. 

                                              Board Moderator  

Feeding Our Spirits 
 
Last month we had several sharing suppers to ask you 
what we, as a congregation, should do for our 
community next year. We heard lots of good ideas, and 
the one we heard the most often was food. Our 
community does a great job of eating together, feeding 
our bodies and our spirits. The committee on ministry 
heard a strong voice in our community calling us to 
feed others as well. 
 
There are lots of shapes this project can take. We can 
feed people who are hungry, with things like Potluck 
in the Park. We can grow food in gardens. We can 
help find food that would be thrown out, and get it to 
people who need it. We can collect nonperishable food 
at each of our potlucks. We can make each of our 
special collections next year relate to food. 
 
What weÕre hoping to set up is three events where lots 
of people can come help, as well as lots of other things 
people with more passion can add. We know that many 
of us are busy, and that a variety of tasks are needed to 
fit our varied abilities. 
 
Task will include: leading this effort; identifying groups 
in our area already doing this work (if you know some 
people we should talk to, please help us make the 
connection); planning the events; and coordinating 
over the year with the different community groups. If 
you feel inspired, talk to Tode Oshin about getting 
involved in ÒFeeding Our SpiritsÓ, and join us as we all 
Òcarry WyÕEastÕs ministryÓ into the community. 

 
Anders L.  

 
 

Newsletter News 
Submissions for the May newsletter  

are due by 7 p.m. on Wednesday, April 16th.   

Please send articles, meeting/ event dates,  
poetry, book recommendations,  

favorite spiritual practices, etc. to:  
wyeast-news-editor@googlegroups.com.  

ThatÕs a new email address. 

Ñ   Sharai E.  
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Musings from Marcia 
 

 
 
Most of us know that Unitarian Universalism is centered 
around the Seven Principles. Some of us can probably 
even name all seven. But can you name our Sources? Can 
you close your eyes and know how many there are?  

Equal in importance to our seven principles, are our 
six sources. And while we study the seven principles, 
our sources act as a guide for what we study and learn 
throughout our time in Religious Education.  

Paraphrased, our six sources are: Direct experience of 
transcending mystery and wonder. Words and deeds of 
prophetic women and men which challenge us to 
confront powers and structures of evil with justice, 
compassion and love. Wisdom from the worldÕs 
religions which inspire us in our ethical and spiritual life. 
Jewish and Christian teachings which call us to respond 
to GodÕs love by loving our neighbors as ourselves. 
Humanist teachings which counsel us to heed the 
guidance of reason and the results of science, and 
Spiritual teachings of Earth-centered traditions which 
encourage us to live in harmony with nature. Several of 
these sources are used each Sunday in Religious 
Education. For example, in the class for the youngest 
children, we follow the rhythms of nature as we 
celebrate the seasons of the year. We go for nature 
walks and experience for ourselves the transcending 
mystery and wonder of plants and the natural world. We 
learn about babies and celebrate many forms of families, 
thus learning from humanist teachings about the 
wonder of science, and the miracle of natural diversity. 

In the 1st through 4th grade class, the children are 
learning both Biblical stories from our Jewish and 
Christian sources, and stories from world religions. Many 
of these stories celebrate women and men who stood up 
against injustice to create a more equitable world.  

The 5th-8th grade class is continuing to learn about 
World Religions. By reading and talking about 
Hinduism, Buddhism, and Islam, among others, our 
children are exploring different possibilities for 

spiritual discipline, and learning that in our very large 
and diverse world people still have much in common.  

Spend some time talking with your kids or your friends 
or family about our sources. Can you name a story 
from each of our six sources? Which ones resonate 
most strongly for you and your family?  

  Blessings, 

  Marcia S. 
                       Director of Religious Education   
            

 

WyÕeast is now officially the owner 
of  www.wyeastuu.org ! 

 
I believe I have correctly set up everything from the old 
website onto the new website. I welcome both 
suggestions for further changes, and notice of errors I 
made in the transition. If you like, you can send those 
comments to webmaster@wyeastuu.org. 
 

For the next few weeks, both sites will be up as we 
make sure everything is working. The old web address 
will stop working around May 1. 

-Anders 
 

Come Read a Book with Me 
Inheriting the Trade by Tom DeWolf 

  
 ÒInheriting the TradeÓ by Tom DeWolf is a memoir 
of his journey, along with 9 other members of the 
extended DeWolf family, to Bristol, RI, Ghana, and 
Cuba, tracing their ancestorsÕ slave trading in the 18th 
and 19th centuries. I t turns out that whole towns in 
New England based their prosperity on the slave trade, 
not just the traders, but the shipbuilders, the people 
who provisioned the ships, and the townspeople who 
invested in the slave trading voyages.  

Last year Katrina Browne, one of the family members, 
showed her powerful film ÒTraces of the Trade: A 
Story from the Deep NorthÓ at GA. This book is 
TomÕs look at being involved in making the film and 
the journey. Along the way the members of the family 
grapple with white and male privilege, inherited 
advantage, and inherited guilt.  

The book was published by our own Beacon Press and 
is available in the Multnomah County library.  
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Music Matters 

 
 
Back in 2004, after I  had been attending WyÕeast 
Sunday services regularly, but before I  was a member, 
I decided to attend my first chalice circle. At this 
meeting, I introduced myself, telling a bit of my 
background and interests. When I  mentioned that I  
had sung with the Aurora Chorus for eight years, ever-
vigilant Mabel, a long time WyÕeast member, asked if 
I could lead a choir. ÒWell, technically, I  suppose I  
could,Ó I said. 

A couple of weeks later, Mabel called me and asked if 
I was still interested in leading the choir. If so, she 
wanted to call the singers and let them know when 
they could get started. I replied, ÒHow about next 
Sunday?Ó  Thus began an odyssey I  had never 
imagined during my years of training as a scientist. 

As my involvement at WyÕeast widened to encompass 
not only the choir, but also instrumental music and 
worship planning, I started attending leadership 
training and educational opportunities provided by the 
UUA. I have also benefited greatly from the collective 
wisdom of the members of the Unitarian Universalist 
MusiciansÕ Network (UUMN), to which I belong. I  
hope someday to be able to attend the annual UUMN 
conference, where so many ideas for music in UU 
congregations are shared.  

The increasing responsibility that I have taken upon 
myself has also come at a cost. This year, with my 
daughter in half-day (2 !  hours) kindergarten, it has 
become quite evident how much time I spend 
coordinating and preparing music for services at WyÕeast. 
I love the creative aspect of this job, but am finding that 
the administrative details alone are taking up much of the 
10 hours a week to which I try to limit myself.  

It is time for me to celebrate the accomplishments of 
my partnership with this wonderful congregation by 
taking a much-needed intermission to spend time with 
my family. I will be taking a leave of absence as Music 
Director for the remainder of this spring so that I can 
replenish, reorganize and revitalize for the fall. I look 
forward to having a schedule with more breathing room 
when my daughter begins first grade in September.  

With the talent available in our own congregation 
we have created a community-based music program 
that includes offerings by the WyÕeast Choir, the 
Intergenerational Choir, the WyÕeast Chamber Players, 
and service music from several musicians who offer 
their music as a gift. We have created all-music Sunday 
services, and collaborate with the Religious Education 
program for the Celebration of Light pageant each 
winter. Regular hymn sings have increased the variety 
of music that we sing in services and have raised the 
level of congregational singing.  

Issues still remain to be addressed about the music 
program. As a congregation, we will need to continue 
exploring the value we place on music in our services. 
This is an exciting time as our congregation grows, and 
we have a great opportunity to be intentional about the 
direction, focus and funding of the music program.  

I am honored to have the opportunity to serve the music 
ministry of WyÕeast. Having so many active musicians in 
our congregation is a vital part of the fabric of our 
community, and has served as a source of inspiration for 
many musical ideas that have come to life at WyÕeast. 

I especially want to acknowledge the on-going support 
of our dedicated and talented service musicians, singers, 
instrumentalists and Music Committee members. You 
make my work delightful. I will be taking this time to 
imagine possibilities for our future collaborations. 

Yours in harmony,     
             Linda Jo R. 
                              Music Director  
 
 

Job Openings at WyÕeast 
 
We are looking for people to fill 3 paid positions 
at WyÕeast: 

1.  Director of Religious Education, 1/ 4 time, to 
provide professional leadership to our Lifespan 
Religious Education program. 

2.  Office Administrator, initially 3-4 hours per week to 
do various administrative tasks. Familiarity with MS 
Word is essential, familiarity with Quicken and/ or 
MemInfo (our membership database) a plus. 

3.  Sunday evening childcare. 

If you know someone who might be interested in 
any of these jobs, please let any member of the 
board know.  
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UU Adventures in Eating 

 
 
Join us for our First Sunday Supper on April 6th 
after the service. Please bring a potluck dish to share. 
April 13th is Second Sunday Soup. Bring a vegetable 
to church and drop it off in the basket by the 
entrance. Mark A. and Gina O. will use it to make a 
tasty vegetarian soup for all to enjoy after church. 
Bread, salad, appetizers, etc. are always welcome too. 
On April 20th after the service and social hour, weÕll 
head out for a Restaurant Adventure, location to be 
announced. If youÕd like to take part, please tell Tode 
O. that day. HeÕll get a count and call ahead so our 
table will be ready.  

More Tidbits for New 
Members and Others  
Get your name in the directory and on the WyÕeast 
email list (not heavy traffic but a great way for us to 
easily update you about all sorts of good stuff.)  
 
Register your children in the religious education 
program. Talk to Marcia S. at church to get this 
process rolling. 
 
For a fun introduction to Unitarian 
Universalism, go to You Tube and watch a 10 
minute video called ÒVoices of a Liberal Faith:Ó 
http:/ / www.youtube.com/ watch?v=wezp1W2HKlU. 
 
Rev. Maginn has a blog!  Check it out at:    
www.rev-susan.blogspot.com.   
 
 

Chalice Circles at WyÕeast   
Chalice circles are small groups of WyÕeast members 
and friends who get together for meaningful 
conversations and to support each other. Groups 
tend to meet once a month and are open to all. The 
following small group ministries are currently active 
at WyÕeast:  

* MenÕs Support Group, led by Mikio O., meets on 
a Wednesday evening from 7:15-9:15 p.m. at MikioÕs 
house. Contact Mikio for the April meeting date. 

* Saturday Afternoon Chalice Circle, led by 
Debra T. at her house, usually meets on the first 
Saturday of the month from 1-3 p.m. Contact Debra 
for the next meeting date. 

* ParentsÕ Chalice Circle, led by Laura R., meets at 
Waverly on Saturday mornings from 10-noon, next 
on April 5th.  Childcare is generally available at the 
church during the meeting.  

* Young AdultsÕ Chalice Circle, led by Elizabeth 
S., meets on Saturdays from 2-4 p.m. Contact 
Elizabeth for details.  
 

Contacting the Minister 
and Board of Trustees 

Rev. Susan Maginn is available to talk with you if 
you are new to WyÕeast or Unitarian Universalism, if 
you have any questions or concerns, need some 
support, etc. She does not have full-time office 
space so itÕs best to call or email Rev. Maginn to 
make an appointment. She can be reached at: 
minister@wyeastuu.org or (503) 867-7310. If you have 
questions for the WyÕeast Board of Trustees, you 
can send an email to wyeast-board@ googlegroups.com or 
talk to any Board member (Barbara S., Karl A., 
Joanne F., Mark A. and Jill D.) on Sunday 
afternoons at church.  
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Worship Odds & Ends 
Rev. Maginn is going to start posting sound files of 
her sermons and prayers on the WyÕeast Web 
siteÑ especially to support those people who are 
teaching childrenÕs religious education during 
worship. She usually does not write out her 
sermons, so a sound file is the best way to stay in 
the loop when you canÕt be at the service. We donÕt 
yet have the ability to record during worship services 
(let us know if you have ideas about how to make 
that happen!), so these recordings are ones that 
Susan does at home. Not the same as the actual 
service, but better than nothing!   

There is often room in side pews (up front) during 
the worship service. I f you can sit up front, please 
do. It will make room for others who are new, 
people with children (who may need to make quick 
escapes!), or people who want to discretely enter 
after the service begins.  Thanks!   

If your child wants to light the chalice during a 
worship service, please contact the lay leader for the 
month. In April, thatÕs Bruce M.  
 

Famous Unitarian Universalists 
 
ÒWhy the interest in ÔFamous UUsÕ? 

UUism is a creedless religion -- our deeds speak 
louder than our words -- and so it may be easier to 
understand UUism as a living faith by noting the 
individuals who have been associated with UUism. 

Ralph Waldo Emerson, whose original profession 
and calling was as a Unitarian minister, left the 
ministry to pursue a career in writing and public 
speaking. Emerson became one of AmericaÕs best 
known and best loved 19th century figures.Ó 

(from www.famousuus.com)  

 
 

 
 

 

                                                                               ©1998 Mike Chambers 

Dates to Remember 
The next Music Committee meeting will be 
April 5, Saturday at 9 a.m. in Hyde Hall. 
 
On April 6th, we will have our spring New 
Member Ceremony. 

Do you have ideas for worship at WyÕeast? 
On Saturday April 12th from 10 a.m. to noon, the 
worship committee is going to have a visioning and 
planning session for next yearÕs (starting in fall 2008) 
worship calendar. All are welcome. Please contact 
our minister, Susan Maginn, if you plan to attend. 
If you need childcare, contact Susan by April 3rd. 
minister@wyeastuu.org or 503.867.7310. 

Annual Meeting Set For May 18 
The WyÕeast Annual Meeting will be right after the 
service on May 18. The agenda includes election of the 
governing board and nominating committee, adopting 
the 2008-2009 budget, approving a bylaws change 
providing for absentee voting, and adoption of our 
2008-2009 mission project ÒFeeding Our SpiritsÓ. 

There will be an informational meeting after the 
service on May 4 to discuss these items and any other 
issues that members of the congregation wish to raise. 

 

 ÒU ni ver sa l i st s a r e of t en  

a sk ed  w her e t hey st a nd .   

T he on l y t r ue a nsw er  t o gi ve t o 

t h i s quest i on  i s t ha t  w e d o not  

st a nd  a t  a l l ,  w e move. Ó 

L. B. Fisher
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A MONTH  OF SUN DAYS  
 
   April 6   SERI OUS FUN   

What is the importance of play in the lives of children and in the lives of adults? In our hurried and 
success-driven lives, we can easily forget how important it is for all of us to goof off. Service by our minister, 
Rev. Susan Maginn. 
Service:  5:00 p.m. 
Religious Education (Pre-K- 8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, then go downstairs  
for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers. 
First Sunday Supper: Bring a potluck dish to share following the service. 
Youth Group (High School Age): 6:00 p.m.                                                                                                                 

 

April 13  DREAMI NG TH E FUTURE 
The succession of generations of infants, adolescents, young adults and senior citizens is the story of human 
life. In our Child Dedication service we use the words of Kahlil Gibran: ÒYou may house their bodies but not 
their souls, for their souls dwell in the house of tomorrow which you cannot visit, not even in your dreams.Ó 
What are the dreams that will lay the foundation for the Òhouse of tomorrowÓ?   
Reverend Maynard serves the Eastrose Fellowship Unitarian Universalist congregation in Gresham. He and 
Reverend Maginn are exchanging pulpits this month. 

.    Service:  5:00 p.m. 
Religious Education (Pre-K-4th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, then go downstairs   
for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.   
Second Sunday Soup: Bring a vegetable to church for the soup. Bread or salads are appreciated too. 

 

April 20  FLOATI N G WI TH  GRAVI TY 
Saving the earth has become a privilege. Those who are poor are often the most effected by environmental 
devastation and also the most likely to be unable to afford organic food or hybrid cars. Can the entire earth 
be saved by an elite few? And would you believe that *fungus* could have something to teach us about all 
this? Service by our minister, Rev. Susan Maginn. 

   Service:  5:00 p.m.    
Religious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, then go downstairs   
for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.   
Social H our: Join us for refreshments after the service. 

   Restaurant Adventure:  7:00 p.m.  Location to be announced during social hour.   
Youth Group (High School Age): 6:00 p.m.                                                                                                                

 
April 27  SH AKE I T UP: TH E I NNATE N EED FOR SOUL EXPRESSI ON 
Thomas Moore said the average adult has lost the wonder of life that children find natural. How do we  
re-enchant ourselves to the world and shake up our soul? Some thoughts and options for reinvigorating the 
passion lying within our souls.  
Joanna Luft is a candidate for the Master of Divinity degree, currently in her third year at Marylhurst 
University, where she plans to graduate in 2010. She works at the Marylhurst bookstore, and her interests 
include journaling, walking, reading and talking about philosophy, and adult faith development. 

 Service:  5:00 p.m. 
   Religious Education (Pre-K-4th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, then go 
   downstairs for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.    
   Social H our: Join us for refreshments after the service. 
 

    
  

 



 

 

April 2008 Ñ  Calendar of Events 
* Unless noted by an asterisk, all events are at the church. 

 
Sunday Mon. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fri. Sat. 

                                               
 

                   1 
 

2 
10am OofS Deadline 
7:15-8:30 Book 
discussion  

3 
 

4 
 

    5 
9am Music Committee 
Meeting  

10am-noon ParentsÕ 
Chalice Circle 

6 
5pm Service & K-4th Grade RE 
5pm 5th-8th Grade Religious Ed. 
6pm Potluck /  Youth Group 

       7 
 

 8 9 
10am OofS Deadline 
7:15 pm Board Meeting 

10 
 

11 
 

12 
10am-noon Worship 

Committee visioning 
& planning session 

 13 
5pm Service & K-48h Grade RE 
6pm Soup Supper  

14 
 

15 
7:15pm Worship 
Committee 

16 
10am OofS Deadline 
7pm Newsletter Deadline 

17 
 
 

18 
 
 

19 
 

20 
5pm Service & K-48h Grade RE 
5pm 5th-8th Grade Religious Ed. 
6pm Social Hour /  Youth Group 
7pm Restaurant Adventure 

     21 22 
 
 

23 
10am OofS Deadline 
7:15 pm Board Meeting 

24 
 

25 
7-9pm 
Committee 
on Ministry 

26 

27 
5pm Service & K-48h Grade RE 
6pm Social Hour  

28 29 30 
10am OofS Deadline 

1                   2 3 

          503-777-3704          office@wyeastuu.org          www.wyeastuu.org 
 
 
 
 

 
WyÕeast Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
3300 SE Woodward Street 
Portland, OR  97202 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

OofS=order of service 


