
  

WhatÕs Inside? 

 

Book Drive 

É  Page 2É  

 

 

From the Board 

É Page 2É  

 

 

From the Ministry 

Committee 

É Page 3É  

 

 

The Longest  

Walk 2 

É Page 5É  

 

 

Sunday Services  

É Page 7É  

 [ÔWyÕEastÕ Ñ  Ancient name for Mount Hood]  June 2008

  
Reveries ♦ ♦ ♦  By Rev. Susan Maginn  

This church year has been a delight as I have been able to listen 
to the friends and members of WyÕeast. I have met with most of you at least once 
in one-on-one conversations to listen to what draws you to WyÕeast. I have also 
heard from the facilitators of small group discussions and chalice circles. From 
all of these conversations, a common vision of WyÕeast has come to the surface.  

This is a vision that has been around for a long time. It is in the bones of this 
congregation from its earliest days. The vision is to be a family friendly, 
intergenerational spiritual community. 

This is not my vision. DonÕt get me wrong, I like it well enough, but this vision 
sure didnÕt start with my arrival last fall. However, I might be the one who has 
started articulating this vision simply because that is part of what a minister does. 
Ministers listen to those in the congregation and beyond. Ministers listen in 
conversation and in prayer. And then, after much listening, we articulate what 
we discern to be the wisdom that comes through all that has been heard.  

Throughout this year, I have met with many in the congregation and listened. 
What I have heard is that family support and lifespan spiritual development are 
key. I have heard this from people who have been involved in leadership for 
many years at WyÕeast and I have heard this from new folks just figuring out if 
WyÕeast is a place they want to settle into. 

This sense of being a family friendly, intergenerational spiritual community is not 
in a WyÕeast mission or vision statement or in a covenant - maybe it should be 
eventually. For now, it feels like a fantastic way to end the church year, seeing this 
shared vision so clearly and imagining WyÕeastÕs future as a great, family friendly, 
intergenerational spiritual community. My guess is that as WyÕeast finds ways to 
further embody this vision, there will be a sense of deep fulfillment and joy. 

As we consider our future, I hope we will take comfort and courage in knowing 
who we are - in our bones and in our dreams. 
   Susan

The WyÕeast Beacon  
A Welcoming U nit ar ian U niversalist  Congregat ion 
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  Wherever you come f rom 

 You are welcome here 
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From the Board  
This is my last board column as your 
Moderator. By the time you read this 
we will have elected a new board and 
that board will have met to select new 

officers. The new board will be installed during the 
Flower Communion service on June 1. Also on June 
1 there will be a congregational discussion after the 
service to talk about our potential move to a new 
location where we will have more religious education 
space, the possibility of morning services, and 
accessible facilities. See the article from the 
Committee on Ministry elsewhere in this newsletter 
for more information. 

Our pledge drive this year has been somewhat 
disappointing. We have less money pledged for next 
year than we did for this year. Consequently, the 
budget contains no additional programs or 
expenditures Ð no office help, for example, and we 
are dipping into savings more than we would like. 
This year we got by with very little in the way of fund 
raising. Next year we will need to do more. If you 
have an idea for a fund-raiser that you would like to 
help with, please let the board know. Anyone who 
wants to make a yard sale happen? Anyone want to 
take on the Harvest Basket? (For the Harvest Basket 
we bring what is extra in our gardens. If someone in 
the congregation wants what we bring, they take it 
home and leave a donation. The job involves putting 
out the basket every Sunday and collecting the 
money at the end to give to the treasurer.) What 
about a talent swap? 

Except for the somewhat disappointing canvass, I 
consider this to have been a successful year. We have 
had engaging and interesting Sunday services, lively 
religious education for both children and adults and 
excellent music; our chalice circles have restarted; and 
our membership has grown. We have given away over 
$2,000 to various charities, mostly local, via our special 
collection program. We have had professional 
leadership in the persons of the Rev. Susan Maginn, 
our minister, and Marcia Stanard, our Director of 
Religious Education. Most members of the 
congregation have volunteered their time and energy 
in small or large amounts.  

It has been my honor and pleasure to serve as your 
board moderator. It is a lot of work, but has many 
rewards. I will continue on the board for another 
year and I hope to begin to serve the Pacific 

Northwest District in some capacity, although at this 
point IÕm not sure what form that might take. 

 
  Barbara S. 

   Board Moderator !  

Principles in Practice 
Our sixth UU principle is ÒThe goal of world 
community with peace, liberty and justice for all.Ó 
Can you even imagine a world where everyone 
enjoyed peace, freedom and fairness? How do you 
even make a start on a goal like building a world 
where there is peace, liberty and justice, when 
probably every one of the six and a half billion 
people in the world has experienced some kind of 
violence or unfairness? Well, pretty much the only 
way to accomplish big things is to start with little 
things. More than 2500 years ago the Chinese 
philosopher Lao-Tse put it this way: 
 

If there is to be peace in the world, 

 There must be peace in the nations. 

If there is to be peace in the nations, 

 There must be peace in the cities. 

If there is to be peace in the cities, 

 There must be peace between neighbors. 

If there is to be peace between neighbors, 

 There must be peace in the home. 

If there is to be peace in the home, 

 There must be peace in the heart. 

So wherever you startÑ with your neighbors or your 
nation, at home with your siblings or simply in your 
own heart, itÕs all part of fulfilling the goal of world 
community with peace liberty and justice for all. 

from the Church of the Larger Fellowship 
(clf.uua.org) 
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From the Ministry 
Committee 
Our congregation is at the place of a great decision 
in our history. We have the opportunity to choose 
between morning and evening worship. For the 
last 10 years, we have worshipped in the evening in 
large part because the only viable locations we 
could find were available in the evening. Each of 
the 3 churches we have called home have held 
their own worship service in the morning. 

Several members are helping look for a new 
location. We have found a couple potential sites that 
we ultimately were unable to recommend, for 
various reasons. The people working on different 
possible new locations are looking for spaces that 
have multiple rooms that could work as Religious 
Education classrooms, a central meeting hall for 
worship, a place for us to eat together, and hopefully 
office space and storage space for our supplies. 
Possible locations include schools, other churches or 
temples, or other space available on Sundays. 

New locations present us with difficult choices to 
examine. A new building might provide better 
access for the handicapped, but less adequate 
storage or office space. Or while a new location 
could offer more classrooms, the rent might be 
higher. Some other religious communities, like 
Seventh-Day Adventists, have appropriate facilities 
that are unused on Sundays, but are not a great 
match with our theological and social values. 

But I suspect the largest issue for most of us in this 
congregation is the question of worship time. For 
most of us who attend our current evening 
worship, evening works for us. But that is not how 
we should consider this decision. We should 
consider the greater good, both what is best for 
WyÕeast as a whole, what is best for Portland and 
for our denomination. 

We are called to serve not only ourselves, but our 
future guests and friends and members who have 
not yet walked through our doors. What is the best 
way for our congregation to make a difference in 
the lives of people in our city? 

My personal opinion is that more people are better 
served by morning worship. IÕm told by parents of 
young children and high school students that 
Sunday morning is easier than Sunday evening. 

I know that most organizations donÕt schedule 
things on Sunday mornings. 

Evening worship works for me, but I believe the 
larger community would be better served by 
morning worship. I think we should find a location 
where morning worship is possible. 

This is a question for all of us to decide together. I 
ask each of you to consider what will be best for 
the community as a whole, WyÕeast and Eastside 
Portland, more than what will be best for yourself 
and your own family. 

In Love and Peace, 

Anders L.  
 

 
Book Drive! 

As in years past, weÕre collecting books to sell to 
raise money for the congregation.  

Bring any books you donÕt want anymore to 
church by June 8, and Anders L. will sell them at 
PowellÕs and give all the proceeds to WyÕeast. 

Newsletter News 
Submissions for the July/August combined 
newsletter are due by 7 p.m. on Fri day, June 20.  

Please send articles, meeting/ event dates, poetry, 
artwork, book recommendations, favorite spiritual 
practices, etc. to: wyeast-news-editor@googlegroups.com.  

Thank you! Ð Sharai E. 

Job Opening at WyÕeast 
We are looking for people to fill a paid position 
at WyÕeast: Chi ldcare dur ing Sunday service. 

If you know someone who might be interested  
in this job, please let any member of the board know. !  
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LRE  

Lifespan 

Religious 

Education 
This month we say good-bye to our Director of 
Religious Education, Marcia S., who is moving a 
step closer on her path to becoming a UU 
minister. Under MarciaÕs leadership these past two 
years, WyÕeastÕs RE program has thrived. 
Enrollment has increased, we have a wonderful 
team of teachers, allowing for classes to be grouped 
by age rather than a more challenging Òone-room 
schoolhouseÓ approach to RE, and these teachers 
are in the classroom nearly every week to provide a 
consistent relationship for our children and youth. 
Thank you, Marcia, for blessing WyÕeast with your 
vision, wisdom and energy. We all wish you the 
best and will miss you very much! 
 
On June 1st, the congregation will have a chance 
to meet our new Director of Religious Education, 
Christine W., who will officially come on board in 
August. Christine brings many talents to WyÕeastÕs 
RE program. She is a certified Montessori teacher, 
specializing in pre-school and kindergarten aged 
children. She has taught high school English and is 
currently home-schooling her teenage daughter. 
Christine is passionate about Unitarian 
Universalism and the gift that our tradition is to 
family life - something she knows from experience 
in her own family. Welcome to WyÕeast, Christine!  
 
Next fall there are still a few openings for RE 
teachers (for Pre-K  and kindergarten, and the 
Youth Group, which will likely meet before the 
evening service or after a morning service if we go 
that route Ð as well as a paid position for nursery 
care). Have you been curious about teaching? I 
encourage you to talk with Marcia before she 
leaves and to other teachers at WyÕeast to find out 
more about this opportunity to share your unique 
insights and gifts with young people, then contact 
Laura R. of the RE Committee. There are 

opportunities to assist in the classroom too, if 
being the lead teacher doesnÕt feel like the 
right fit for you. One of ChristineÕs first goals 
is to make teaching easier and even more 
enjoyable, such as by providing a set 
curriculum, lesson plans and preparations 
for classes, a teacher orientation/  training, 

and ongoing support. So if youÕve hesitated to get 
involved in RE because you thought it might be 
too large of a commitment, now might be a great 
time to make that leap of faith.   
 
In the meantime, the LRE Committee is gearing 
up for the childrenÕs summer program, 
affectionately known as ÒWyÕcamp.Ó WyÕcamp is a 
casual gathering of kids of all ages (except for 
infants and toddlers who stay in the nursery with a 
caregiver) that replaces more formal RE classes. 
Adults, older youth and families take turns leading 
WyÕcamp activities while services are going on. 
Please select a Sunday or two to share an activity 
you enjoy with WyÕeastÕs young people Ð anything 
from playing board games, soccer, or tag outside, 
to art projects, ice cream making, or creating 
funny skits together. Look for the sign-up sheet 
during social hours and potlucks. WyÕcamp will 
run from June 22 until Labor Day weekend, when 
WyÕeast has our annual picnic on the church lawn 
and an informal inter-generational service.  
      

 In faith, 

Laura R. 
                   LRE Committee !  

 

WyÕeast is now officially the owner of 
www.wyeastuu.org ! 

I believe I have correctly set up everything from the 
old website onto the new website. I welcome both 
suggestions for further changes, and notice of errors 
I made in the transition. If you like, you can send 
those comments to webmaster@wyeastuu.org.  

--Anders 
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The Longest Walk 2 

WyÕeast member, Willow 
Sage Dixon is in Ohio now, 
participating in The 
Longest Walk 2. In case 
you havenÕt seen postings on 
the WyÕeast listserve, the 
Walk is an effort to raise 
consciousness about 
environmental and Native American issues. The 
entourage left on February 12th from Sacramento and 
will arrive July 11th in Washington D.C., following 
the same route as the first Longest Walk thirty years 
ago. It is reminiscent of many long walks of displaced 
(to put it mildly) Native Americans during the 1800Õs. 

The Walk has already highlighted such issues as: gold 
mining on land granted to the Shoshoni by treaty in 
Nevada; mis-representation of the Hopi and Navajo 
people; allowing coal mining and the building of power 
plants on the Navajo Reservation in New Mexico; 
taking of land without right of appeal for the Border 
fence between the U.S. and Mexico; a fifteen-year plan 
to expand Ft. Carson in Colorado to include much of 
Southeastern Colorado; improprieties in sterilizing 
Indian women during the 1970Õs; and struggles of the 
Kickapoo of Kansas for a stable source of water for 
their northeastern Kansas reservation.  

The walkers have had to sleep in the open moor in 
Missouri and points eastward. Sadly, there are fewer 
Indians and supportive groups to host the walkers as 
they head into the more populated states. WillowÕs 
feet are beginning to show signs of wear too. Even 
so, she is clear this is doing the right thing. She has 
come a long way from three years ago when she 
needed to use a wheel chair.  

Thanks to those in our congregation who have 
offered words of encouragement. Hopefully weÕll all 
have an opportunity to hear Willow share her 
perspectives on this journey in the fall. If you want 
to know more or would like to support The Walk, 
contact me. 

--Jon B. 

More Tidbits for New 

Members and O thers  

Get your name in the directory and on the 
WyÕeast emai l  l ist  (not heavy traffic but a great 
way for us to easily update you about all sorts of 
good stuff.)  
 

Register your chi ldren in the rel igious 
education program. Talk to Laura R. at church 
or email to get this process rolling. 
 

For a fun introduct ion to Unitar ian 
Universal ism, go to You Tube and watch a 10 
minute video called ÒVoices of a Liberal Faith:Ó 
http:/ / www.youtube.com/ watch?v=wezp1W2HKlU. 
 

Rev. M aginn has a blog! Check it out at: 
www.rev-susan.blogspot.com. !  

UU Adventures in Eating 

 
 
Join us for our First Sunday Supper on June 1st 
after the service. Please bring a potluck dish to 
share. June 8th is Second Sunday Soup. Bring a 
vegetable to church and drop it off in the basket by 
the entrance. Mark A. and Gina O. will use it to 
make a tasty vegetarian soup for all to enjoy after 
church. Bread and desserts are always welcome too. 
On June 15th after the service and social hour, weÕll 
head out for a Restaurant Adventure, location to be 
announced. If youÕd like to take part, please tell 
Tode O. that day. HeÕll get a count and call ahead 
so our table will be ready. !  
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Chalice Circles at WyÕeast  

Chalice circles are small groups of WyÕeast 
members and friends who get together for 
meaningful conversations and to support each 
other. Groups tend to meet once a month and are 
open to all, but may not meet as regularly during 
the summer months. The following small group 
ministries are currently active at WyÕeast:  

* M enÕs Suppor t Group, led by Mikio O., 
meets on a Wednesday evening from 7:15-9:15 
p.m. at MikioÕs house. Contact Mikio for the May 
meeting date. 

* Saturday Afternoon Chal ice Circle, led by 
Debra T. at her house, usually meets on the first 
Saturday of the month from 1-3 p.m. Contact 
Debra for the next meeting date.  

* ParentsÕ Chalice Circle, led by Laura R., meets 
at Waverly on Saturday mornings from 9:30-11:30 
am, next on June 7th. Childcare is generally 
available at the church during the meeting. 

* Young AdultsÕ Chal ice Circle, led by 
Elizabeth S., meets on Saturdays from 2-4 p.m. 
Contact Elizabeth for details. !  

Contacting the Minister 

and Board of  Trustees 
Rev. Susan Maginn is available to talk with you if 
you are new to WyÕeast or Unitarian Universalism, 
if you have any questions or concerns, need some 
support, etc. She does not have full-time office space 
so itÕs best to call or email Rev. Maginn to make an 
appointment. She can be reached at: 
minister@wyeastuu.org or (503) 867-7310. If you have 
questions for the WyÕeast Board of Trustees, you 
can send an email to wyeast-board@ googlegroups.com or 
talk to any Board member (Barbara S., Karl A., 
Joanne F., Mark A. and Jill D.) on Sunday 
afternoons at church. !  

Worship Odds & Ends 

Rev. Maginn is going to start posting sound fi les 
of her sermons and prayers on the WyÕeast 
Web siteÑ especially to support those people who 
are teaching childrenÕs religious education during 
worship. She usually does not write out her 
sermons, so a sound file is the best way to stay in 
the loop when you canÕt be at the service. These 
recordings are ones that Susan does at home, not 
the actual service. However, the board has just 
allocated $325 to fund a recording device, so we 
will soon have options for hearing the actual 
worship services that you have missed. Thank you 
Anders L. for getting this going! 

There is often room in side pews (up front) during 
the worship service. If you can si t  up front, please 
do. It will make room for others who are new, 
people with children (who may need to make quick 
escapes!), or people who want to discretely enter 
after the service begins. Thanks!  

 

I f your child wants to l ight the chal ice during a 
worship service, please contact 
the lay leader for the month. In 
June that is: 6/ 1: Jessica M.; 6/ 8: 
Anders L.; 6/ 15: John M. 
6/ 22: Jessica M.; 6/ 29: John M. 

 

 

Rev. Susan M aginn wi l l  be on 
vacation and on study leave from  

June 16 to August 4. There will be  
two ministers on-call for pastoral care 
needs in her absence. Should you need  
to talk to a minister this summer, please 
contact Debra T. and she will put you in 

touch with our on-call ministers. 
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A  MO NT H O F SUND AYS  
 

June 1    PASSAGES  

This is an intergenerational service, so the children will be with us for the whole service. With song and 
story and ritual, we will honor the many passages that have made this church year special. This is our 
Flower Communion Sunday so please bring a flower. Service by Rev. Susan Maginn. 
Service: 5:00 p.m. 
First  Sunday Supper : 6:00 pm. Bring a potluck dish to share. 
 

June 8  ON POETRY AND M YSTERY 
Two English professors look at words, will, and wisdom in poetry as it tackles the mysterious and 
unknowable. How can words reflect our spiritÕs life in this chaotic world? How can poetry open us to lifeÕs 
mysteries, both troubling and joyous, shocking and healing? Service by Maude Hines and Jan Van Stavern. 
Service: 5:00 p.m. 
Rel igious Education (Pre-K-4th Grade): Children attend the beginning of the service, then go downstairs 
for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.   
Second Sunday Soup: Bring a vegetable to church for the soup. Bread or desserts are appreciated too. 
 

June 15  OUR FATHERS 
Let us acknowledge the fathers who helped give us life, to validate their Òworth and dignity,Ó and to ask, 
perhaps, for their forgiveness, in our humble efforts to grow into harmony with the divine. You are invited 
to bring something to the service that represents your father. Service by Rev. Susan Maginn. Today, we will 
also celebrate religious education teachers and especially our Director of Religious Education, Marcia 
Stanard, as she moves on from WyÕeast. 
Service: 5:00 p.m. 
Rel igious Education (Pre-K-8th Grade): This will not be the usual RE, but an ice cream activity in honor 
of MarciaÕs last day! 
Social  Hour : Join us for refreshments after the service.  
Restaurant Adventure: 7:00 p.m. Location to be announced during social hour.  
 

June 22  SUM M ER SOLSTICE 
Summer Solstice is the longest day of the year. In the annual cycle of the contemporary Pagan holy days, 
it falls at the height of the sunÕs mystical energy. What does that mean for the average person? For the 
environment around us? What does Summer Solstice have to do with spiritual living? TodayÕs speaker, 
Rhiannon Louve, is a Pagan and a friend of WyÕEast congregation. She has recently finished a Masters 
degree in theology and pastoral care and is currently embarking on a career of spiritual service to the 
wider community. 
Service: 5:00 p.m.   
WyÕCamp: Pre-K  and up (all kids above age 2 are welcome): Children attend the beginning of the service, 
then go downstairs for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.    
Social  Hour : Join us for refreshments after the service.  
 

June 29  THE TRUE TASK  OF OUR CHURCH 
The power and practice of the encouragement to spiritual growth is fundamental in our religious tradition. 
This task is one we need to renew and rededicate ourselves to keep ourselves and our congregation healthy. 
Why and how do we do this? Service by Reverend Joseph Santos-Lyons. 
Service: 5:00 p.m. 
WyÕCamp: Pre-K  and up (all kids above age 2 are welcome): Children attend the beginning of the service, 
then go downstairs for class. Nursery care is also available for infants and toddlers.    
Social  Hour : Join us for refreshments after the service. 

 
    

  
 
 



 

 

June 2008 Ñ  Calendar of Events 
*  Unless noted by an aster isk, al l  events are at the church. 

 
Sunday M on. Tues. Wed. Thurs. Fr i . Sat. 

1 
5pm Intergenerational Service  
6pm Youth Group 
6pm Potluck  
6pm Conversation about 

moving options 

 2 3 4 
10am OofS Deadline 

5 
 

6 
 

 7 
9:30am-11:30am 
ParentsÕ Chalice 
Circle 

 8 
5pm Service & K-4th Grade RE 
6pm Soup Supper  

 9 
 

 10 11 
10am OofS Deadline 

12 
 

 13 
 

14 
 

15 
5pm Service  
5pm K-8th Grade RE 
6pm Social Hour  
7pm Restaurant Adventure  

16 
 

17 18 
10am OofS Deadline 

19 
 
 

20 
7-9pm 
Committee on 
Ministry 

7pm Newsletter 
Deadline 

21 
 

22 
5pm Service & K-4th Grade RE 
6pm Social Hour  

 23 24 
 

25 
10am OofS Deadline 
 

26 
 

27 
 

28 

29 
5pm Service & K-4th Grade RE 
6pm Social Hour 

30      

503-777-3704 office@wyeastuu.org  www.wyeastuu.org  
 
 
  

 

OofS=order of service 

WyÕeast Unitarian Universalist Congregation 
3300 SE Woodward Street 
Portland, OR 97202 
 
Return Service Requested  

 


